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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance   2017-670
Sponsor: Council Member Gaffney
Date of Introduction: September 27, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU
Date of Analysis: September 28, 2017
Type of Action: Approval of honorary street designation
Bill Summary: This bill establishes the honorary street designation on Broad Street North between Forsyth Street W. and Beaver Street W. to honor Dr. Eartha M.M. White; provides for the installation of two honorary roadway markers to be located in appropriate locations on the designated roadway in Council District 7; honors the legacy of Dr. Eartha M.M. White and recognizes her achievements; and directs Legislative Services to forward the ordinance to the Planning and Development Department.
Background Information: Dr. Eartha Mary Magdalene White was a native of Jacksonville. Known as the “Angel of Mercy,” Dr. White impacted the lives of countless people through her service to the community and philanthropy. She was a true humanitarian and successful businesswoman. Dr. White created numerous educational and employment training opportunities for the underprivileged. She was instrumental in the establishment of several organizations, including Mercy Hospital and Boys Improvement Club. Dr. White sought to ensure that the more vulnerable citizens such as the homeless, veterans, senior citizens, and children were provided care, support, and services. Thus, she founded the Eartha M.M. White Nursing Home and the Clara White Mission. Dr. White was an inspiration to community and political leaders abroad. She used her influence to advocate for civil rights and anti-lynching legislation. She led with compassion and distinction which was essential during her involvement in the Women’s Suffrage Movement in Jacksonville.
Dr. Eartha M. M. White had a full and prosperous life with numerous firsts and monumental accomplishments that included being Jacksonville's first professional social worker, first female realtor, Florida's first black census taker, a soprano with the first-ever black opera company, and recognition as the City of Jacksonville's Woman of the Millennium.

Policy Impact: Public Works Department/Planning & Development Department, Honorary Street Designation
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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